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MUST BOOKS 
August 28 


Williams, Ben Ames Houghton, Mifflin 
OWEN GLEN $3.75 


This is, I think, Williams' finest novel- but it wont be a popular one, in the 
sense that his House Divided and his homespun Maine folk stories are popular. Once read, | 
this story of young Owen Glen, miner's son, idealist and realist fighting in the cause 
of laoor, inevitably seems to epitomize an era, the last decade of the 19th century. In | 
flashes cut into the story, news bits from the local paper, the march of events in the | 
still young nation's coming of age, the period forms background for the growing pains of | 
labor. Owen's father, Welsh born, was a leader in his own right - and loved the cause, | 
though he resented the inroads made by the United Mine Workers against the Knights of 
Labor. His mother, a gentle soul, was steel underneath, and kept “her men" right in 
their relations to each other, to the goals they sought, to the standards she kept despite 
poverty and insecurity. The setting is an Ohio mining town, where social lines were 
lightly drawn and Owen went to school with the owner's son and the operator's son. His 
first love was his pretty young teacher; his first awareness of sex terrified him into 

@ protective shell which kept him almost naively apart until, as the story ends, the girl 
who loved him had to tell him so. It is a moving story in its simplicity; its power lies 
in its projection of a facet in America's growth. Its sale will be predicated largely 
on Ben Ames Williams' name. 


September 7 


Hemingway, Ernest Scribner 
ACROSS THE RIVER AND INTO THE TREES $3.00 


As Hemingway's first in ten years, this has a waiting and eager audience, but 
this reader, at any rate, found the novel a bitter disappointment after his for Whom The 
Bell Tolls The magic of the Hemingway atmosphere- this time Venice and the countryside 
and early morning in a duck blind - this is still here. And stark against it is an Amer- 
ican Colonel, seeking to recapture the glamor of the Venice he knew in World War I, torn 
by hatred and disillusion, aware that his life is ebbing fast, his semblance of physical 3 
fitness an illusion produced by drugs that fooled even the medical officer, and yet 
clutching at the drama of first one thing, then another - the adventure in the duck blind - 
the greater and more tenuous adventure of a love freely given. The pattern is there for 
another Farewell to Arms, but the development has an acidity, a cruelty, a harshness that 
robs it of even a shadow of illusion or appeal on an emotional level. Frankly, I found it 
difficult reading. There's crassness, lack of subtlety, needless vulgarity in the con- 
tent, while the style has the erratic abruptness, elisions, and awkwardness that character- 
izes Hemingway at his least successful..... The promotion will send this off with a bang; 
the serialization should not be a vital consideration, as the novel has been almost re- 
written since that text. Extensive advertising. 
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Looking Over--- And Overlooking 


the new Mika Waltari~ THE ADVENTURER (Putnam) which is a great disappointment; the 
new Erskine Caldwell-EPISODE IN PALMETTO (Duell. Sloan & Pearce) which is very much of a 
repeat performance There are three new novels of particular merit; Louis Falstein's 
FACE OF A HERO (Harcourt, Brace) which is a war book; John Prebble's AGE WITHOUT PITY 
(Holt) is a compassionate and compelling portrayal of the hangover of war; and for lighter, 
brighter moments, H.F. Ellis’ THE VEXATIONS OF A.J. WENTWORTH, B.A. (Little, Brown) pro- 
vides a happy interlude. Paul Gallico's THE ABANDONED (Knopf) is a sentimentally satis- 
fying fantasy, and lastly Jon Godden's THE PEACOCK (Rinehart) has an aesthetic brilliance 
for a discerning public. See below for reports 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
August 10 


Boyer, Francois Harcourt, Brace 
THE SECRET GAME $2.50 


A short, first French novel, this reduces the horror of war to the half under- 
stood, half imitative level of the child, explores a rather terrible theme in a quite ten- 
der treatment. Paulette, who had seen both her mother and her father killed on the road, 
as well as the stray dog she had picked up on the way, is taken in by the Dolles, farmers. 
Frightened by their rough words and ways, by their son, Georges, who is dying, Paulette 
escapes from them with Michel, their youngest, and together they indulge a "secret game" 
in which they bury the dog, a mole, some chickens, and grave succeeds grave under a willow 
by the stream. With the death of Georges, and the preparations for his funeral, they ex- 
tend themselves and steal the two crucifixes from the hearse, later take others from the 
church and the cemetery, and when Michel is killed in his attempt to get the cross from 
the top of the chapel, it is Paulette who adds the last grave to their cemetery, wanders 
away on the road.... Boyer, who knows the values of suggestion and simplicity, achieves 
his effects with considerable delicacy. Not for the wide market, but for a discerning one. 


August 11 


Robertson, Charley Harcourt, Brace 
SHADOW OF A CLOUD $3.00 


A novel of the depression and prohibition whose central character, Paul Worden, 
after two years of college, is trying to earn money to return to school. Paul, from Ken- 
tucky, but working in Detroit, led by lady-killer, smart-thinking, Max, finds himself run- 
ning liquor from the Kentucky stills he knows, end in the money too fast. With the death 
of their friend, Harry, Paul pulls out, is offered a place to live with the wealthy Blakes 
where dipsomaniac Eva uses Paul as a means to get to Max. Paul works at his book, is torn 
between Max' marriage to Stella, Eva's manoeuvers to hold on to Max; he is also constrained 
to track down a song Harry had written. But with Max' death - ordered by Eva's brother to 
keep her from making a fool of herself - Paul heads away from the city of disillusion. A 
story of youth this is a competent, if never quite compelling, still life of the times. 


August 14 


Wormser, Anne Macrae-Smith 
PEARL WEDDING $2.50 


Of Janice Barton, whose chin is upped when she learns- just before her thirtieth 
wedding anniversary- that her husband John is leaving her for a more independent and intel- 
ligent (Janice is just a housewife) companion. Determined to use the only talent she has, 
and not to take money from John, Janice gets herself a job as a housekeeper for a young 
couple, proves her usefulness to herself as well as others, but returns to John when he is 
soon soured on her substitute. The values and virtues of wifeliness, this should be dear 
to any woman's heart- particularly this type of woman reader. 
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August 17 


Falstein, Louis Harcourt, Brace 
FACE OF A HERO $3.00 


* A B-24 Liberator crew of ten men find themselves stationed at Mandia, Italy-- 
south of Eboli where Christ is said to have stopped. Their task is to complete 50 bombing 
missions--then back to the States for a bond-selling tour and then on to the Pacific. What 
happened between their first, paralyzingly- fear-filled mission and their last--which only 
three of the ten made, is the story of this lucid, intense and wholly engrossing autobio- 
graphical novel by the outfit's Jewish tail gunner. This beautifully written book presents 
a full-spectrum view of air war--the terrors of loneliness, doubt, ever-present forebodings 
of doom. These men are no psychopathic ravers--they are just "ordinary guys", though a 
number of them crack up before the finish--some from fear and nerves--others because they 
aren't sure just what it is that they--the best equipped army in the world--are fighting 
for--or even against. And there are the civilians--poor, Italian peasants who watch sadly 
and helplessly this latest army of conquerors invade their land and corrupt their women. 
There are, too, the refugees--the flotsam and jetsam of modern wars--Yugoslavs, Jews--be- 
wildered, haunted and very real. "War," concludes the author, "is not the normal pursuit 
of man. It is the most degrading, unnatural and abnormal pursuit ever foisted upon man.” 
One of the best of the war novels, this still faces a reluctant reading public. 


August 21 


Bair, Patrick Viking 
FASTER: FASTER: $3.00 


Fantasy of the future this postulates the running of a train on which the workers 
in the rear cars are constantly compelled to increase its speed by orders of the Line. When 
Chapel, whose position has enabled him to ride first class is demoted, he comes to learn the 
workers' grievances and terrors when he is assigned to the shoe cleaning and shining section. 
He learns of the revolt brewing, of the duplicity of those who ride the front cars, he is 
in danger because of the belief that he is a spy. As the train goes faster and faster, the 
third class takes its chance, uncouples their coaches and sees the front part crash. The 
new society soon breaks into warring factions; one leader is disposed of and another soon 
builds himself up to the glory pitch of absolute power. Chapel is tossed aside because of 
his sickness and left with the woman who had befriended him when the coaches were repaired 
and the group starts off towards an unknown destination. Civilized progress translated in- 
to exaggerated symbolism puts this in the category of modern fable which is not, however, 
as successful as the Orwell parables. 


August 24 


Graham, Winston Doubleday 
NIGHT WITHOUT STARS $3.00 


* Elements of enigma and excitement for the story of Giles Gordon, blinded by a war 
injury, as he goes to France to evade solicitude and the helping hand which would bruise 
his pride. There he is attracted to Alix, a war widow, who is also involved with a dubious 
operator, Pierre Grognard. Finding Grognard's body, Gordon is to shadowbox with the dis- 
belief of Benat, a lawyer, with the disappearance of Alix, the suspicion of some black mar- 
ket activity, and with no proof at hand- he returns to England where an operation restores 
his vision. Back in France again, he finds Alix- bettered in circumstances if changed by 
them, establishes her relationship with Benat which blocks her love for him, but at the 
close is able to free her from the past, from Benat, and take her with him to England. 
Escape entertainment which is just as attractive as it is accomplished. 
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August 24 


Doubleday 


Serge, Victor 
THE CASE OF COMRADE TULAYEV $3.00 


An exhaustive examination of the repercussions which follow the shooting of Com- 
rade Tulayev, a man responsible for many purges and deportations, this follows the lives of 
those who are innocently involved in the reprisals which take place. Within three days, 
the secret police has arrested 67 persons varying from high diplomatic officials to shabby 
nonentities. The case drags on for months as more than a thousand dossiers are compiled and 
investigated. And in the end, after some are ruined, others exiled, and still others killed, 
Kostya, the murderer, anonymously confesses to the crime which closes the case though he is 
apparently never caught. In a stream of conscience style, the book takes up each chief sus- 
pect in turn, moving backward in time to his or her early life and forward to the aftermath 
of the investigation and arrest. Difficult, disjointed reading on a tragic subject, this 
originally appeared in France, is now in translation by Willard R. Trask. 


August 28 


Paul, Louis Crown 
A HUSBAND FOR MAMA $3.00 


Two of widowed Mama Gaines' three children, Halcyon, Windust and Lucille, decide 
that the only solution to their chronic monetary difficulties (they owe every tradesman in 
town and Papa's funeral and plot still aren't paid for after two years) is to find Mama a 
steady, sobersided and well-heeled husband. The Gaines cannot expect to find a man to 
match their loving and much loved father, but soon have practically every unattached male 
in Vernon City thinking romantic nothings about their still attractive Mama. Only Lucille, 
the youngest, who doesn't approve, sets up a counterplot to marry off Halcyon, who is twen- 
ty. Further complications are provided by Mama's sister, Aunt Libby, divorced from but 
still in love with her husband, a toper, and Halcyon's two matrimonial prospects. All turns 
out well, everyone reforms, and for once the meek inherit a pleasant portion of the earth. 
An occasionally hilarious though somewhat overdone entry into the Life with Father sweep- 
stakes, this is a refreshing mosaic of small-town life and lives. 


September 6 vy 


Dagerman, Stig Morrow 
A BURNT CHILD / $3.00 


The first introduction on this side of a younger Swedish artist, this is a highly 
stylized study of a young man, sombre in its symbolism, unrelenting in its concentration on 
the uncomfortable situation, the unlovely detail. In a direct narrative, and in letters. 
from himself to himself, this tells of Bengt, an emotional flagellant, as he broods over 
the death of his mother, is bitter against the father who had not loved her, is at first 
resentful of Gun, his father's mistress, and later attracted to her, and as he is irritated 
by his fiancee. This follows him through his affair with Gun, to which she responds with 
increasing listlessness, his marriage to his fiancee, his tentative attempt at suicide, and 
finally his resigned reconciliation with his wife... There's more than a suggestion of Kafka 
here, and the market will be among the more interested, initiated avant-gardists. 


September ® 2 i 


Wertenbaker, Charles : Random House 
THE BARONS $3.50 





It is difficult for anyone brought up in Wilmington, Delaware, during the period 
of the famous family feud and lawsuit, not to read this novel with every sense alert to the 
recognizable characters and incidents- disguised though they may seem under other names and 
twists of details. The Barons, of French descent, dominate the community, and the powder 
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industry and its concomitants form virtually the pivotal point of the story as one member 
of the family, Stuart Baron, overrides the timidity of the elders, and with Raoul and David, 

rebuilds a small company into the nucleus of a powerful giant industry. There's a love 

. y story here, with undertones and tenderness, but gossip and jealousy pervert intentions, and 

) scandal rips the town and the family asunder. As confessor and commentator on the sidelines, 
there is first Uncle Anthony, semi-retired and dabbling in national politics - and the cler- 
gyman at the family church. The case which overrides the personal story in the last third 
of the book grows out of a tricky attempt to buy and sell shares within the family, and 
Stuart fights it almost alone. It is a tragic sort of story with its cynical view of a 
paternalistic set up, and for the general public less of drama than Dynasty of Death (a 
sure comparison)- though very much better written. Too bad Mr. Wertenbaker seems to feel 
that vulgarities must be lugged in where they play no evident part in either characteriza- 
tion or incident. 































ee 


September ll 


Gallico, Paul Knopf 
THE ABANDONED $2.75 


The story of Peter, 8, who in delirium after an accident, lived the life of a cat, 
offers a challenge to the story-teller's art - a challenge which is met with a certain 
amount of success. For Peter, although knowing he has been transformed into a cat, still 
retains the knowledge that he is a little boy and it is as a boy he acts, even after his 
good friend, Jenny Baldrin, gives him a thorough education in how to act and think like a 
cat. She saves his life, takes him to visit an old man who wants them to live with hin, 
lures him into a trip aboard a London-Glasgow coastal boat (quite a wonderful captain and 
crew here) where they pay for thcir passage by catching mice and rats and Peter saves Jenny 
from drowning. In Glasgow they are again homeless. escape vicious dogs to find safety high 

& up in the towers of a bridge and discover they can't get down but they achieve momentary 
fame when they are rescued. Back in London they find the old man dead, Peter revisits his 
old home and Jenny finds the young mistress she thought had abandoned her but leaves her 
for Peter. Peter has a careless, insane adventure with a Siamese, almost ioses Jenny and 
when he finds her, fights to the death for her....and awakens to being a boy again, ready 
to own a kitten of his own. A deep knowledge of cat lore and legend, feline psychology 
and behavior aims this toward a cat-loving audience while its message of loneliness and 
love will find a reception among those who have a feeling for sentiment. 


September 13 


Caldwell, Erskine Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
EPISODE IN PALMETTO $2.75 


The latest in Caldwell's long line of overwhelmingly nubile girls is heroine 
Vernona. She is the new school teacher in the small "lowcountry" town of Palmetto, and it 
takes her just two weeks to stir up every available man- "smoke them out" as her landlady's 
husband puts it- make them forget their inhibitions and go after what they really want, 
| which does not inevitably mean Vernona. And she herself has her own true character smoked 
out into the open for the first time when she is faced with the choice of becoming what one 
of the wives calls her- a high-class prostitute- or marrying a rich but dull and hardwork- 
ing farmer. The usual Tobacco Road cast, complete down to the sixteen year,old boy in love 
with his new teacher, there is again the sure control over his material- the undeviating 
interest, the adherence to a particular theme distasteful as it may be. 





@ Septenber 14 





Godden, Jon Rinehart 
THE PEACOCK $2.75 













* In a prose which is exquisite and effective, with an intensity which is suggested 
rather than externalized as in her last year's The House by the Sea, this is an unusual book 
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which is again particularly sensitive to the pressure of place- this time the jungle, in 
India, where after several years five people have returned to hunt. Here, insistently con- 
veyed, is the heavy overcast of the jungle, its quick excitement and its monotony, its in- 
violability and its serenity, a serenity which evades these five- all ridden by private 
tensions and tortures. There is Eric, once a soldier, contemptuous of his war-maimed body 
and hoping to salve his self-respect in the killing of a tiger; Kay, defensive,insecure, 
restless; Alice, whose childlike innocence and incalculable charm has affected them all at 
one time or another and who now regrets the indefinable dissolution of her marriage;Philip, 
her husband, victimized by jealousy. Together again, as in earlier years, none finds the 
way back to the promise the past had once held; Philip's resentment finds expression in a 
final desecration- the shooting of a peacock; and the jungle, implacable and still inacess- 
ible, has its revenge when the camp- and Eric- are destroyed by an elephant which goes 
amok.... A book which exerts a real fascination but which is for the more discerning reader. 


















September 15 






Aiken, Conrad . Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE SHORT STORIES OF CONRAD AIKEN $5.00 











An engrossing collection of thirty of Mr. Aiken's subtle, delicately probed char- 
acter analysis short stories. Mr. Aiken, who has been deeply influenced by psychoanalysis 
and the stream of consciousness technique of James Joyce, has contributed some fine stories 
of his own in this field. A contributor to the New Yorker, many of these stories, though 
principally laid in Boston and environs, have the distinctive flavor of that magazine's 
high standard of short fiction, coupled with the poet's use of the precise word to pinion 
an emotion, character or situation. Though some of the stories are somewhat dated in their 
physical circumstance- (many are laid in the outwardly halcyon days of prohibition and the 
golden twenties) their metaphysical, almost morbid character analyses are still fresh and 

Po] thoroughly compelling. And they will command a literary following, - 

of /0 / 
Williams, Tennessee em New Directions 

THE ROMAN SPRING OF MRS. STONE $2.00 trade- $7.50 ltd. 






















The first novel by the author of fhe Glass Menagerie and A Streetcar Named Desire, 
this murky tale of voids and impending violence is as disturbing and lowering as thunder 
before a storm. Mrs. Stone, fifty and abandoned by career, beauty and emotional outlet in 

the death of her son-husband, is drifting purposelessly in sun-ripe Rome. Unable to relax 
her egocentric self-confinement, even when the natural momentum of her life has slackened 
and sputtered out, Mrs. Stone cannot accept the advances of a former girl friend with whom 
she once had had a lesbian relation, and finds her predatory pecks at a feminine gigolo 
whom she is supporting futile. Mrs. Stone is at last forced to recognize the presence of 
a brutal, obscene fact in the figure of a man who appears from time to time- omnipresent, 
insinuating. A signal handkerchief dropped from her balcony ends Mrs. Stone's drifting, 
but not the story- the ultimate violence is suggested but never stated. Although uneven 
in form, with too little of the heavily packed dialogue, the mood is sustained and there 
is some handsome writing. 

September 18 VY 


Statham, Leon a. 
WELCOME, DARKNESS $3.50 


A grim and unrelieved story of escape, gripping, unrelenting in its pitiless ex- 
posure of men's fight against the worst in themselves. The time- during Japanese occupa- 
tion of the Philippines; the place- an unidentified island, a jungle into which seven men 

G parachute from a crippled plane. Nothing links the men but common danger, for their assign- 
ments are separate and mysterious and actually unimportant to the story, their mutual sus- 
picion and growing antagonisms, and the physical needs of food, water- and freedom from 
fear. This last is all pervading - and haunts the reader to the end. There is nothing re- 
motely appealing about the men themselves. Murphy, possible leader, dies a possibly violent 
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death following fatal injuries in his jump. Mills, central figure in his search for self 
esteem, defeats his own ends, but his mental gyrations are extraordinarly well handled. 
Jenks, who might have killed Murphy, is a mystery- to Mills, to the others, perhaps to him- 
> self, but only in Jenks does the reader get any glimmer of emotional pull. May goes mad- 
and dies at Mills' hands. Stone, whose rescue gives Mills momentary stature, is the first 
to be killed by the Japs, who eventually capture the group, just at the point when escape 
seems possible. And Tim, chosen leader, but oddly unable to cope with the challenge, is 
tortured, horribly- and through gruelling pages. At the end, Mills and Jenks, linked by 
common performance and mutual understanding, escape with the aid of Filipinos at the end, 
into darkness. An amazing story, but an exhausting one to experience. A fresh revelation 
of the Pacific war years- remote and yet integral to war itself. 


September 18 


Coker, Elizabeth Boatwright Dutton 
DAUGHTER OF STRANGERS Oth $3.00 


A decorative drama which gives full play to place (New Orleans and Nerth Carolina), 
to period (just before the Civil War) and to passion, this is the story of Charlotte Le 
Jeune, the daughter of a white man and a quadroon beauty, who learned only at twelve of her 
inheritance of black blood when she was sold into slavery and bought by the Gaillards. In 
love with Inigo Gaillard, their son, Charlotte faces further disillusion when she realizes 
it's only desire on his part, is whipped by him publicly, and after the situation gets out 
of hand, is sold to a friend where for the first time she lives in slave quarters. This 
forces her to identify herself with her people, with Leon Cavallo, also part white, a doc- 
tor and a free man, but it is only after Inigo's violent death that she is free to marry 
Leon and work for their common cause... A southern pepperpot of sensation and emotion this is 
toned down by the chivalric code and makes the melodramatic most of a ticklish theme. 










































Ford, Ford Madox Knopf 
® . PARADE'S END $5.00 
With the publication of Trained For Genius by Douglas Goldring (Dutton-P. 220, 


1949), a biography of Ford Madox Ford, and the literary and critical interest it aroused, 
Alfred A. Knopf, long interested in the project of re-publishing Ford's novels, and after 

much correspondence with critics and authors, decided to publish this Tietjens series in 

one volume. Included are Some Do Not (1924), No More Parades (1925), A Man Could Stand Up 
(1926), and The Last Post (1928), celebrated and controversial in their day and now long out _ 
of print, and the introduction by Robie Macauley is worthwhile for its insight and interpre- 
tation of the man as well as the tetralogy. This new edition will undoubtedly have a space- 
worthy reception, for among Ford's enthusiasts are Lloyd Morris, Morton Dauwen Zabel, Her- 
schel Brickell, Lionel Trilling, Allen and Caroline Gordon Tate, Glenway Wescott, William 
Troy, Graham Greene, Granville Hicks, William Carlos Williams, Carl Van Doren, among others. 

A big publishing venture which should stimulate a revival of interest, this will prove of 
value in college literature courses as well as for a long run general sale. 


Cassill, R.V. Random House 
THE EAGLE ON THE COIN $3.00 


A confused, overcrowded novel of a young, ex-G.I. teacher and his wife, who find 
themselves in a small mid-western town "on the edge of former slave territory". Andrew 
Cameron's search for background material for his thesis on the life of a local abolitionist 
who had been lynched before the Civil War leads him first to a local tavern-keeper, long 
interested in the martyred Mountwood, and then to an abortive attempt to elect a Negro to 
the School Board. The story wends it way through many issues, teen-age sex, unions, homo- 
sexuality, communism, the after-effects of the war, the Negroes themselves. Over them all 
like a giant vise is the necessity of retaining their respective jobs for their families’ 

ge, sake as well as their own, and to top it all off there is the age-old dilemma of the intel- 
@ lectual- the inability to act when action is the only way out. Cameron is a modern anti- 
hero, but his stature is not great enough; and although there is both sincerity and care 
here, the story suffers from the weakness of its central character, the many problems which 
are projected without solution. 
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September 20 . 


Anderson, Oliver Morrow 
IN FOR A PENNY $2.75 


A mad extravaganza which deals with more eccentrics per paragraph than anything 
to date - this is an English import of three ply British humor. Basil Chancery, wanting 
to return to the country, accepts an answer to his ad and yoicks off to The Rectory, Podder 
Inferior by Dodder-in-the-Bottom, where the Reverend Stephen Pocket's four children present 
nightmare problems. Doris who is always being copsed, Martha who is mystical, Kate whose 
appeal is to the five senses, and Hugo whose caddishness is balanced by his painting, in- 
spire Basil to devise a fine swindle - for with the three girls all writing books, he fab- 
ricates a mammoth deception. Enlisting radio, the flummery blows sky high, with publishers, 
English and American competing for the books, the movies stepping in and success beyond any 
conception in foisting the spurious Finger legend off on an open-mouthed public. This li- 
terary bubble is threatened by exposure, but all is saved and the Finger Fiddle is secure. 
Naughtily insouciant, bravely British in its admixture of learning and horseplay, this is 
rather for the Anglophile than the unwary reader. Illustrated by John Mackay. 


September 21 


Bonn, John L. Doubleday 
HOUSE ON THE SANDS $3 .00-$3=50~ 


A substantial and quite staid novel of a convert to Catholicism, this tells of 
Francis MacNutt, who from his early boyhood in Richmond, Indiana, was attracted to this 
faith in spite of the disapprobation of the grandparents who reared him. However it was 
not until his first trip to Europe that he made the decision, after fifteen years of cer- 
tainty, to join the Church, broke with his family at home. Later in Mexico, he was to 
meet the visionary mystic, Father Vaughan, whose inspirational influence was a lasting one. 
Returning to Europe, MacNutt continued his religious studies, but at the last moment real- 
ized that he was not fit to become a priest. He entered the diplomatic service instead; 
became a Papal Chamberlain; moved in high circles, ecclesiastical, political, aristocratic; 
married Margaret who furthered his career which ended with the framing of the Concordat 
which was to liberate the Pope... The backgrounds here which include a number of distinguish- 
ed dignitaries lend what interest there is: MacNutt is an almost featureless figure, and 
his story, beyond its denominational interest, is painfully sober. Catholic Book Club 
selection. 























Brickell, Herschel- Fd Doubleday 
‘PRIZE STORIES OF 1950: The O'Henry Awards $3.50 


This year this annual collection scatters its selections more widely - for there 

are entries from the Virginia Quarterly, Western Review, The Sewanee Review, Tomorrow, The 
Yale Review(2) together with those from The American Mercury, Flair, Esquire, Atlantic 
Monthly, The New Yorker(5), Harper's Razaar (2), Harper's Magazine (4), and Mademoiselle 
(2). Of the names with book backgrounds there is Wallace Stegner, Nelson Algren, John 
Cheever, Robert Lowry, Anne Goodwin Winslow, Peter Taylor, Elizabeth Enright, Speed Lamkin, 
Kay Boyle, Ann Chidester; less well known are Peter Switzer, Donald Justice, William Humph- 
rey, J. J. Salinger among others. The accent seems to be on children - a child wrecking 
his divorced mother's chance of a second marriage, a young delinquent and his mother, child- $ 
ish fantasy backgrounded in terror and sorrow, a little English girl writing to an American 
soldier, a family's desire for an abnormal son to die, a young girl firmed in Communism by 
an ex-party member's fear, children's discrimination against another child, a father-son 
relationship: there's a Negro story, a couple with southern settings and characters, one of 
the breaking of a priest's morale, another of a police captain and those appearing before 
him, one of American occupation in Germany, of a stricken train, of divorce and a dying 
mother, etc., etc. The variety here is not at variance with the generally higher level of 
selection. 
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September 21 


Wylie, Max Rinehart 
GO HOME AND TELL YOUR MOTHER $3.00 


A boy's eye view of the world, his own and the adult as they contrast in truth 
and dishonesty, fact and half understood fantasy, trust and disbelief. With his older 
brother, Jared, 12 year old Gil's knowledge of the Ohio town of Preston is wide, uncon- 
sciously aware, and filled with information about its inhabitants that would shock his 
fulminating, undeviating father, Presbyterian minister, Bayard Iverson, and astound his 
book-writing Mother. His introduction to sex comes through his teacher, his hatred for 
his Father burns brightly and is fanned by his Grandfather's opposition to the minister's 
upbringing of his sons, his year is filled with ways in which to earn money, a tornado, 
his devotion to young Mary, the danger of his Father's championship of prohibition, the 
death of his mother and the new baby. Even the townfolk are called on to admonish his 
Father and demand better treatment for the Iverson children so that when they move to a 
new congregation in New Jersey the future looks happier for the family. Gil's innocence 
is backgrounded by an almost Spoon River anthologizing of the lives of the people of 
Preston, by @ probing insight into the abnormal of a small town early in the century, by 
the world of childhood so terrifying in its logic, so vulnerable in its immature compre- 
hension- For adults only. 


September 22 


Waltari, Mika Putnam 
THE ADVENTURER $3. 
7? 
The enormous success of Jhe Egypt:an will supply the initial impetus for The 
ddventure~ but- for this reader- the new book lacks both the quality and the ultimate im- 
pact of its predecessor. Where the background of7he Egyptian was a richly caparisoned 
and detailed tapestry of life in ancient Egypt- so convincing that one was wholly trans- 
lated and lost in the period, the new book uses virtually all of early 16th century Europe 
as its setting. Born in Finland, in troubled times, Michael served as apprentice to var- 
ious professions; he was thrust out of the church; he was a mercenary, a student, a doctor. 
an adventurer, now a hero, now a rogue, now serving one master, now another, involved in 
an accusation of sorcery (his wife died as a witch) he played in his time many parts and 
participated in some of the dramas of history. The story ends with the sack of Rome. 
Too far flung for the intense conviction of the earlier book, but on its fame and with 
extensive publicity this will be off to a big start. 


von Unruh, Fritz ve | Random House 
THE SAINT _ $3.50 


An extended ecstasy - this episode in the life of St. Catherine of Siena - which 
has to do with the little bride of Christ's emotional involvement with the Etruscan, un- 
believer, Niccolo Toldo - this has an hysterical mysticism and a lyric religiosity that 
would, perhaps, keep it from the general market. For the Catherine of the diplomatic and 


denominational importance is here shown as a dedicated torn by her love of Christ and her 


love of the temporal Toldo, whose earthly lust for her and determination to win her phy- 
sically, wars - but always unsuccessfully - with her avowed vocation. In the clash be- 
tween the Guelphs and the Ghibellines, in the political scurrilities and issues, Catherine, 
to whom Toldo has come for information about the Christ he is to paint, prays for and pos- 
tulates the Light that will come to them both with Niccolo's conversion. Told in the first 
person, this takes a difficult subject in stride - if sometimes unevenly, generally in 
character, and always with an awareness of the questions of the period that are sometimes 
resolved into dialectical exhaustive, lengthy, argument. Very selected audience, here. 
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September 25 


Prebble, John Henry Holt 
AGE WITHOUT PITY $2.75 


* A cleancut and compelling novel of the deterioration and ultimate destruction of 
@ man and a marriage, this carries on the war with Naziism to a postwar England where Dick 
Graham, who had married a German war widow, Ilse, imports her son by her former marriage. 
A gentle man, Graham faces the reactions of young Gerhardt which range from cold curiosity 
to open hostility, from his pride in his real father to his jealousy of his mother and her 
new husband. And the boy's unbreakable defiance drives Graham from the overt show of ten- 
per to the inner realization that to keep Ilse's love he will have to fight the boy- and 
that the boy is German. As Graham fails again and again, Ilse's first loyalty is to the 
boy, and she decides to return to Germany. It is a last act of violence- Gerhardt's bay- 
onetting of a little Jewish boy- which leads Graham to the forfeit of all probity and 
self-respect which underlines the loss of his wife, the son he had hoped to share... A 
direct and disciplined portrayal which takes on the classical caste of tragedy , this is 
absorbing and affecting. 


Ellis, H.F. Little, Brown 
THE VEXATIONS OF A.J. WENTWORTH, B.A. $2.50 


* Through some of the "difficulties and distractions" with which a preparatory 
schoolmaster has to deal, this record of certain moments of mischance as experienced by 
Arthur James Wentworth, B.A., are of uncompromisingly correct British derivation and are 
often howlingly funny. A man of solid worth and inflexible conscience, Wentworth is often 
helplessly defeated by circumstances- and his pupils, confronts more often than not the 
deterioration of all discipline in the conduct of his classes. There is the affair of the 
beok he discharged at Mason- a boy of ungovernable insolence- which unfortunately stunned 
Hopgood II (asleep at the time) and caused quite some comment; there are his embarassments 
during his “invigilation" of the boys' letter writing hour on Sundays, and on outdoor ex- 
cursions; there are his involvements- physical- with a maiden-hair fern in the Headmaster's 
study, with a fishing rod in a coat closet on which he is foul-hooked, with a fire alarn, 
etc.,etc. A very precise transcription of a system and a type, classical in its fidelity, 


this makes the most of Wentworth's discomfitures and achieves some very entertaining effects. 


Wilkinson, Burke Little, Brown 
RUN MONGOOSE $3.00 


Some of the fancier touches for a full dress performance in adventure which is 
concerned with an upstart Jamaican rebellion, scme key international interests in bauxite, 
an Englishman who follows trouble like a terrier and an American engineer, Bill Stacy, who 
reluctantly runs him a close second. Interested in the cause of Gregorius who has a mass- 
ive Christophe-complex and wants to be King, Stacy is persuaded to sign on with him by Lady 
Felicia Bantry, whose sadness, diffidence and pure Irish fascination get hii. Once having 
crossed the Atlantic however to Jamaica, Felicia's charms cool and her cruelty heightens, 
Gregorius' uprising peters out, Bill's own life is in jeopardy as is that of his English 
friend, and the Americans and the British get the situation back under control.... There's 
quite some glamor here, from the dark castles of Ireland to the sunnier beaches of Montego 
Bay, but a little less insistence and a little’ more implication would have made this more 
effective entertainment. 


Clark, Walter Van Tilburg Random House 
THE WATCHFUL GODS And Other Stories $2.75 <- 


A collection of 9 short stories and one novella, published for the first time and 
titling the book, this often has a magnificent lift and a sinewed intensity. The outdoor 
stories are particularly good - Hook the life of a hawk, The Wind and the Snow of Winter, 
an old prospector's return,/ndian Well, & contest between nature and man,Buck In the Hills, 


f 
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a hunting trip revealing a man's viciousness: there's some bitter humor in 7he Rapids, 
Why Don’t You Look Where You're Going, The Anonymous, and The Fish Who Could Close His 
Eyes: while The Watchful Gods reflects the fine shadings of a boy with his first gun. 
These make an interesting contrast with the author's three novels and display his ability 
to handle the short story techniques in competent manner. Clark's followers will form a 
definite market and in its specialized fiction field it will have importance. 





























September 27 


Garner, Claud Creative Age 
CORNBREAD ARISTOCRAT $3.00 


Driven by an insatiable ambition to become an aristocrat to equal the owner of 
the Tidewater plantation to whom he is bound as a boy, Toby Giles, a Norfolk wharf rat, 
strikes West with the first tide of the Texas-bound settlers. With a sharp eye for busi- 
ness, Toby eventually becomes a rich and powerful slave-owning cotton planter, mill owner, 
builder and store manager. Toby is a complex, three dimensional figure who fully domin- 
ates this fine novel; his miserable beginnings forge an iron-hard core which teach him 
that if a man is to succeed with two strikes against him, his conscience cannot be too 
careful. Yet there are other sides to Toby; he treats his slaves humanely; his first 
wife Agatha and her father command his respect and win his love; and with them, he is 
fair, honest and gentle. It is his second wife, Josephine, a minor league Messalina, 
who brings out his latent qualities of brutality and lust, while each of his three child- 
ren awaken different, conflicting emotions. And in the end, he realizes that in his 
single-minded pursuit of aristocracy and its attendant wealth, he has only become a 
rough-textured, cornbread aristocrat. An absorbing novel that paints a richly colored 
panorama of the old Southwest frontier from the 1820's to the eve of the Civil War. 


Borden, Mary Longmans, Green 
CATSPAW $3.00 


A first person, self-revelatory novel of ideologies conquered by positive faith 
and human goodness - this, from a slow start, builds up to a story that has its hold in 
the contest of individual values. For Alex, cold, Communist dedicated, is given the job 
of spying on Prince Louis who is destined by the Soviet as a front for their activities 
in his country, Nazi-hating and fighting, but ready to be taken over. Prince Louis, with 
his wealthy American wife, Isobel, whose deeply felt Catholic religion and wholehearted 
sincerity helps to sabotage Alex's fervent partisanship, remains an enigma to Alex to the 
end - an end which has seen the puppet head of the government pushed, by sickness and 
pressure to the left, which has known the infiltration of long-term Soviet plans, which 
has taken toll of a man of God, a priest who, even through enforced idiocy, tries to pro- 
tect his frierds- and an end which leaves Alex completely divorced from the beliefs that 
made his life. Painstaking, allied to contemporary events, this has double-vision on a 
landscape - with figures - which is illuminating personality-split history, for serious 
tastes. 


- 
September 7? 

Lewiton, Mina Franklin Watts 

THE TOUGH AND THE TENDER $3.00 


A rather scattered story of some artists and writers which gets off to a satiric 
start in a New York publishing house, takes things much more seriously as it goes on to 
tell of the marriage of Edward Westerling, a painter, to soothing Flora Davidson. There 
are their friends, among them Tom Cass who is dangerous politically and emotionally; there 
is the pleasure they both derive in their little girl, Amy; and there is increasing suc- 
cess for Edward which enables them to move from the precariousness of Village life to 
Central Park and finally to a studio in the country where Edward finds serenity in a teach- 
ing post. There's little direct action here as these intellectuals mill around and mull 
over issues and isms, talk with no particular spirit but class it up with some incorrect 
French, and afford very little entertainment. 
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Foley, Martha- /d Houghton, Mifflin 
e& THE BEST AMERICAN SHORT STORIES 1950 $3.75 


Expanded here to include twenty-eight stories in this 35th anniversary edition, 
this is once again for the follower of modern fiction in this medium, students, critics, 
connoisseurs. Once again there's a wide coverage of the very little reviews (7he Tiger's 
Eye, The University of Kansas City Review, etc.) as well as those which are better known 
(he Virginia Quarterly, The Yale Review ) and moving on up to the more sophisticated New 
Yorker, Harper's Bazaar, Mademoiselle. There's a wide range of talent here; often there 
is bewildering verbosity and perplexing psyche-searching; but there is also some sincere 
writing, some sensitive studies of childhood and a refreshing absence of sex-obsession; 
and again there's the smoother feminine touch in Victoria Lincoln's The Glass Wall and 
Ramona Stewart's The Promise. Peggy Bennett has an outstanding portrayal of a boy who 
couldn't "belong"; there's some sly humor by Paul Bowles, an understanding story of con- 
queror and conquered by Robert Christopher, and a frightening picture of corrupt politics 
by James Aswell. Other already familiar names include Marianne Hauser, Josephine Johnson, 
Edward Newhouse, James Still, Peter Taylor and Speed Lamkin. And on the whole, this new 
collection tones down the aggressively choice to make up a selection for many tastes and 
interests. (7/21) (Check overlapping titles in Prize Stories (P. 397)) 


RANGERS, DANGERS AND SPATIAL STRANGERS 


Announcing for August 18 


Conklin, Groff- fd. Crown 
THE BIG BOOK OF SCIENCE FICTION $3.00 


ee Another big bonanza in that brave new world of science fiction, this collection 
is more contemporary in its inclusions than August Derleth's recently published Beyond Time 
And Space (Pellegrini & Cudahy), has only two classics among the 33 stories here, one by 
Jules Verne and the Karel Capek play= #.U.R. A relatively few of the names are recognizable, 
among them Waldemar Kaempffert, Fredric Brown, Ray Bradbury, Lewis Padgett, Murray Leinster 
and Fletcher Pratt. Together they explore through some 700 odd pages the wonderful and the 
monstrous, engage in many dimensional dangers and adventures, display the imagination and 
ingenuity which knows no confines. For an afficionado audience, this is good value. 


September 7 


The Gordons Doubleday 
FBI STORY $2.50 


* The persistent patience of the FBI is highlighted in Special Agent Ripley's pur- 
suit of Eugenie Martinek, whose mother reports her disappearance and who is wanted under 
the National Motor Vehicle Theft Act. Ripley's development of minutiae leads to jewel 
thefts, murder - and eventually treason, to tracking down not only the girl he wants but 
the threat behind her many flights, aliases and jobs. A solid, absorbing jig-saw puzzle 


assembly. 


Hopkins, Tom J. Doubleday 
SCATTERGUN RANCH $2.50 


ee Kit Cassell, following a man who had stolen a blue cameo pin, kills him in a 

ight at the Scattergun Ranch. There involved with Grandma Scattergun and her war against 
homesteaders and the man who has used them for his purposes, Cassell sees that justice is 
done- while the cameo pin proves its importance in the identification of Grandma's unknown 


grandson. Pretty synthetic stuff. 
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Olsen, D. B. Doubleday 
DEATH WEARS CAT'S EYES $2.50 


The Los Angeles police put in their place when Miss Rachel and Miss Jennifer 
Murdock and their black cat, Samantha, very deae ex machina, help to prove the innocence 
of Jim Bayliss, earlier under suspicion for the death of his wife, now arrested for the 
murder of strange woman in his boarding house room. Miss Rachel and her unofficial sleuth- 
ing clear Bayliss in time for her traffic case to come up. Antidote for the tough school. 


September 15 


Cooke, David C.-E&d. Dutton 
BEST DETECTIVE STORIES OF THE YEAR-1950 $2.50 


The annual, which creams the crop which has appeared in Ellery Queen's Mystery 
Magazine (four of the twelve stories are from this publication), Collier's the Post, the 
American, and other media. Among the contributors, Fredric Brown, Lawrence Blochman, Roy 
Vickers and Bruno Fischer are pretty regular representatives in the field; the chameleon 
Ben Hecht has a svengali story of a psychiatrist's criminal abuse of his professional pow- 
ers; Stanley Ellin does well with a mild, middle-aged Cat's Paw; and there's a prospective 
father racket, a mastiff who turned informer; blackmail, frames, and of course murder. 
There's not much subtlety to these, but the speed-up, the smart gag, the slick twist this 
shorter form attracts. Perennial public. 

27 
September 20 


Krasner, William Harper 
THE GAMBLER $2.50 


Repeating the effectiveness of his first- To Walk The Dark Streets, this is a 
sombre study in crime, bitter and again compassionate. This is the story of Ben Wulfson, 
a cheat and a gambler, used to a lonely life of hotel rooms and call houses, as he finds 
his luck is running thin and as, out of pity, he picks up a girl in a park- Alice. Wanted 
by the police when a man he fights in a dice game later dies, losing his stake when his 
partner makes off with it, Ben is left with Alice only, alternates between his dependence 
on her and his distrust of her, cannot shake off the obsession for the fast buck which 
drives him closer and closer to apprehension by the police... An absorbing story which 
offsets the sordid with some softer touches. 


Loraine, Philip M. S. Mill\y 
AND TO MY BELOVED HUSBAND $2.00 


A fixed focus of suspicion in the murder of Beatrice Kinman, an offensive woman, 
who is survived only by the very much younger man, Michael, who could only have married her 
for her money, which he did. In the arrest and trial which follows, it is Beatrice's step- 
son who champions Michael's defense, works to unearth some evidence which will clear hin, 
and only after the execution- is substantiated in his belief in the now dead man's innocence. 
A certain superficial show- but on the whole thin-blooded. 


September 21 


Carey, Bernice Doubleday 
THE MAN WHO GOT AWAY WITH IT $2.50 


With a stress ( as in her The Body on the Sidewalk) on the prosaic in the lives of 
plain people in a small California town, this revives- with the visit of a Chicago homicide 
man, O'Malley, the unsolved strangling of a girl some twenty years back. Sensitive to the 
unnatural reticence of one of a group of solid citizens, O'Malley reaches a certainty of 
guilt with no evidence to go on, but when the criminal is cornered a similar situation for- 
ces his hand to kill again. Careful, credible. 
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There are oniy three books here of special significance- and ali of them are rather Limzted 
, , . fs pipes 7 A ‘ 
in their potential saleability; James Stewart Martin's ALL HONORABLE MEN (Little, Brown, 
is the disheartening record of the Amer:can in charge of decartelization in Germany; Lt. 


Gen. R.L. E:cheiberger’s OUR JUNGLE ROAD TO TOKYO ‘Viking’ «is solid war histor of a par- 
| for his enthusiasts, there’s a new Truman Capote- LOCAL COLOR ‘Random 


ticular phase; and for 
House. See below for reports 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOAS 
August 3 
Bjerkoe, Ethel Hall Doubleday 
DECORATING FOR AND WITH ANTIQUES $3.95 


A lecturer, writer, adviser on decorating and owner of an antique shop (in Wood- 
bury, Conn.) supplies an everybody's-purse book on antiques and decorating which has a 
basic soundness and logical approach. The homemaker will find here a rule of thumb which 
is a pleasant departure, less perfection in decorating for more comfortable and happy liv- 
ing, and the advice that a professional decorator be used in an advisory capacity rather 
than given carte blanche. With sections on color, wallpaper, fabrics and furniture, this 
then takes up the four major architectural and decorating periods - Early American, Colon- 
ial, Federal and Victorian, with the backgrounds of their customs, costumes, interiors, 
furnishings and accessories, and ends with the creation of today's interiors following the 
lines of the preceding material. There is an appendix on historic houses (by state), a 
bibliography, and a list of the manufacturers whose wallpapers are mentioned. Good for 
reference and safe as both a beginner's and a guide book. Illustrated with 18 halftones 
and 38 linecuts by Lyn Watson. 

August 14 


Bird, Will R. Macrae-Smith 
THIS IS NOVA SCOTIA $3.50 


A leisurely, informative, travel, rather than guide, book which is based on a 
rambling motor tour of the various sections of the peninsula. Thoroughly appreciative of 
its beauties, well informed of its history, curious about the relics of the original days, 
interested in names and places, the author's junket takes in the romantic Evangeline coun- 
try, the half-wilderness of the Eastern shore, the sea havens and playgrounds of the Atlan- 
tic coast, the aura of old houses, the cheerfulness of the orchard regions, vacation and 
stopping places, on and off the beaten track, all sorts of anecdotes and meetings that oc- 
curred during the trip. There is no rushing about in this relaxed travelogue, but pleas- 
ure for those who have been there and incentive for those would see for themselves. I1l- 
lustrated with photographs. 

August 21 


Weiner, Norbert Houghton, Mifflin 
THE HUMAN USE OF HUMAN BEINGS $3.00 


Dr. Weiner's earlier book entitled Cybernetics caused a mild flurry of excitement, 
but proved too mathematical and scientific for the average layman, Now comes this book- by 
a trade publisher - addressed to the layman. "Cybernetics" means commmication and control 
in the man and the machine. The author is himself a scientist who has done so much to de- 
velop "thinking machines" in his M.I.T. laboratory. He is fearful that man may create a 
Frankenstein. His book is full of warnings and carries a challenge to man to learn to use 
man for the benefit of mankind. A profound book and a difficult one for the unscientific 
minded reader to comprehend fully, but the sense of dignity and the idealism, added to the 
fund of information on the communicative nature of man gives one enough to start one think- 
ing along the lines he indicates. He discusses the application to law, machines (the elec- 
tronic brain), government, the church, industry, science (and the scientist's place in 
modern political and social life) and the threat of totalitarianism in church and politics. 
Communication means power. What can we do with it? 
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September / 


Scully, Frank Holt 
BEHIND THE FLYING SAUCERS $2.75 


Here are the supposedly "true" facts behind all the furor about the flying 
saucers reports that have been sweeping the country for the past three years or so. Mr. 
Scully, who writes in a highly colloquial style, presents some exceedingly startling “in- 
formation" in a chip-on-the-shoulder manner--the chip being directed against the armed 
forces, the Pentagon, high brass, etc. for their supposed and needless (in Mr. Scully's 
opinion) suppression of "facts". The whole thing boils down to this: the flying saucers 
are space ships from the planet Venus--operated by magnetic force. This latter fact is 
why so many have been seen and some even found in the magnetic fault zones of western 
United States. Dead crews of small men--about 33 feet in height--have been found in the 
grounded disks and have been turned over to Army medical experts. This rather sensational 
book presents some provocative questions which a more scholarly book will perhaps answer 
more definitely and in a more carfully substantiated manner. 


September6— 
IK if - 
Martin, John Bartlow iY Harper 
BUTCHER'S DOZEN $3.50 


A direct, documentary approach for the retelling of six criminal cases which 
have been told as "stories" rather than as "studies in criminology", and have been se- 
lected for their unfamiliarity as well as their interest in character, milieu and motiva- 
tion. These are those of Chicago's Bookie Gang which ended up by fighting the Syndicate 
as well as the police; of Clara Belie Penn who was strangled in Houston, Texas; of Cleve- 
land's unsolved mass murder mystery (the title story); of the Shelton Boys, three broth- 
ers who operated for twenty years in Illinois as masters of the frame, the fix, the double- 
cross; of Milt Babich, who loved Kathleen Birmingham but murdered her younger sister; and 
of Murl Daniels, a chronic delinquent who became a national headline desperado. An ef- 
ficient, experienced handling which subdues none of the details which may offend, allows 
little interpretative interferemce, these accounts are authenticated for the true crime 


fancier. 
September 1h rol ab 


Hill, Ralph Nading Rinehart 
CONTRARY COUNTRY: 4 Chronicle of Vermont $3.75 


* Whether an environment influences its inhabitants may be a moot point~--neverthe- 
less Vermont's rock-ribbed hills and corrugated in-between spaces have certainly bred a 
highly individualistic, hard-headed and independence-loving people from the very earliest 
days of white settlement in the Green Mountains area. And they are all here- the Green 
Mountain boys of the Revolution, fire-breathing preachers and strange sects of the Great 
Revival era of the early 19th century, slavery-hating pastors, abolitionists and hard- 
working Underground Railroad "station-masters”, Calvin Coolidge, Brigham Young, Joseph 
Smith, Eleazar Wheelock, founder and first president of Darthmouth University, Hetty 
Green, Rudyard Kipling (who once spent four years in the state), et al. Present also 
are Vermont's artists, politicians, riots and uprisings,ponds that ran away and steam- 
boats that were launched with all attendant honors only to settle firmly into the mud 
bottom of Lake Champlain. An easy, highly-readable style lends considerable charm and 
interest to this colorful excursion into local American folkways and makes the book com- 
parable to those of Carl Carmer who "discovered" the author. Bibliography. 
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Neal, R.M. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
HIGH GREEN AND THE BARK PEELERS $3.50 











The story of how one man made a universal boyhood dream come true--he got to ride 
in a locomotive cab. And in the process of doing so, he made a study of a small but highly 
individual old railroad with quite a past and apparently a bright future--New England's ra- 
ther paradoxical Boston and Maine Railroad. The reader has a chance to ride, in all kinds 
of weather, up into New Hampshire's White Mountains, over to Maine, out to the Massachu- 
setts Berkshires, switching cars and making up trains in the Lowell, Massachusetts yards. 
And he can meet the many interesting men who run the line. A fascinating subject though 
somewhat inexpertly handled, but informative enough for railroad enthusiasts. 

















Sherman, Ray W. Dutton 
HOW TO WIN AN ARGUMENT WITH A COMMUNIST $2.50 







Strictly on the man in the street's side of the picture, this examines the meth- 
ods of Communistic "salesmanship", half truth and evasive arguments, shrewd and cunning 
destructive attempts to destroy every other way of life - except its own and offers some 
horse sense rebuttal. Admitting no inside knowledge of the Russian actuality, this ack- 
nowledges the lure of Utopian dreams, traces them from pre- to post-Plato, on to More, 
Engles and Marx and the bait of the Communist Manifesto. It also shows how commnal vi- 
sions have existed - and vanished in the U. S. (from the Plymouth Colonies, Fourier and 
his Phalanxes, Brook Farm, Cabet, Owens and his many derivatives to the Amana experiment 
which ended in 1932): it analyzes how Soviet propaganda works to weaken and destroy con- 
fidence and belief in one's country: it prints in full - criticizes and comments on - The 
Communist Manifesto in uncomplicated but downright fashion. Calling its shots, this is 
perhaps a salutary corrective for loose, ambiguous thinking. 


























September 18 


Martin, James Stewart Little, Brown 
ALL HONORABLE MEN $3.50 


A record of two and a half years in Germany as chief of the Economic Warfare Sec- 
tion of the Department of Justice in charge of decartelization - a task that ended with 
failure and a reversal of the policies and directives he had sought to establish and carry 
to a finish. It is a grim and disturbing picture, and the reader arrives at much the same 
conclusion, that there are forces here which can make Germany again a threat, forces that 
operate mich as the economic powers did in Germany to strengthen the Nazis, and that they 
are operating here on the basis of “business necessity" - "not criminals, but. honorable 
men".... Throughout his years in Germany, Mr. Martin pursued a difficult and absorbing task, 
accumulating evidence indicating the vast international network stemming out from German 
industry and embracing all industrial nations; the ramifications of the schemes for rein- 
statement in case of defeat through camouflage in Switzerland, in Holland, in Sweden, in 
Luxembourg, in Belgium - and through key figures in the American economic empire. He re- 
veals the details in the steel cartel, in international banking, in patents, in chemical 
developments, in synthetics. He shows the fascinating facets of investigating techniques, 
and the heartbreak of sabotage from conflicting agencies, the feuds between departments, 
the vacillation from Washington, the interference from American business- and the lack of 
carry-through, consistent support from General Clay, who seemed interested only in preser- 
ving appearances. A frightening book, which unfortunately will probably be bypassed by 
the people who should read it. 


@ Capote, Truman Random House 
LOCAL COLOR $2.50 


Truman Capote, whose previous Jther Voices, Other Rooms (a novel) and Tree of 
Night (short stories), were mightily submerged, subterranean and psychiatric, approximates 
the surface in his latest work- a group of semi-essays on such places as New Orleans, 
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Tangier, Brooklyn, Ischia, Hollywood, New York, Haiti, Spain and Europe. Perceptive, clear- 
eyed and delightfully creative, these notes on places and people have caught the folk rbythms, 
the angular off-beats, the protective coloring, and the often surrealistic juxtaposition- 
and brought them into common focus. New Orleans is composed of uncertain vistas, "old charm", 
good eating places, a mammoth jazz man named "Shotgun", a man hanging from a tree in an 
eerie courtyard where a hound dog drinks water- and Mr. Buddy, who sings, plays the guitar 
and keeps his nail scissors sharp for fights. Brooklyn is described brilliantly and elo- 
quently creating the atmosphere of a "continent of backyard lots". Capote knows Mr. T. T. 
Huett-Smith, a distinguished, elderly lady who lives at the Cherokee in Brooklyn- an anti- 
quated apartment hotel- and who steals silverware from the five and ten cents store. An- 
other old man at the Cherokee throws light bulbs out of a window. It's the city where you 
can hear a cock crow. Hollywood is "the no place of everywhere", the childless place, the 
Chirico stamping ground where construction, lives, things are of the pasteboard, no-back 
variety. The treatment of New York is fairly routine; a magic island, a fairy land, etc. 

It has Joe Vitale, the radio repairman, who wants to swim from Rockaway to Jones Beach; it 
also has a bit about Garbo on Third Avenue- and something about a heat wave. In Haiti there 
is a description of a native dance- and whores- especially a six foot tall one. And there 

is swashbuckling, jealous Lucia in Venice who leads a band of juvenile delinquents; a dan- 
gerous walk in Ischia- and the meeting with the Mussolini family; evil Tangier where the 

Soko is always busy; a bandit scare in Spain....Textured, colorful, articulate, delicate, 
beautifully written and constructed- these shots in a dark, dark world are civilized and 
alive. Illustrated with photographs. 


September 18 


Bean, William Bennett- /d. Henry Schuman 
SIR WILLIAM OSLER: Aphorisms from his $2.50 
Bedside Teachings and Writings 


A collection of maxims which feature the wisest words, in shortest form, of the 
famous surgeon and which although derived from medical practice and experience, often have 
a broader context which can be extended to others. These aphorisms deal with students and 
their teachers, with hospitals and universities, with observation and investigation, with 
patients- and women, with travel and reading, and although many of them are choice, none of 
them have the sparkle of his more brilliant predecessors in this form, and some- ("Remember 
lues in tumors of the neck") can hardly qualify. A medical market here. 


September 19 n] 


i 


Kogon, Eugen Farrar, Straus | 
THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF HELL $4.00 


An objective, orderly and precise study, amazingly and admirably free of personal 
feeling, which is partially based on his own experiences in German concentration camps (he 
spent an 85 month period of internment) and on the testimony of others. This is primarily 
a sociological study of this "world unto itself, a state within a state, a society without 
law". Here is their purpose- segregation and elimination; its fulfillment whether by death 
or “lingering liquidation". This records their organization; their physical lay-out; their 
operation (admissions, questioning, etc.); the daily routine; the diet (many items of which 
were a "statistical abstraction”); forced labor and other details; recreation, money, mail; 
sanitary conditions and health; scientific experiments (vivisection, sterilization); the re- 
prisals against the Jews and other minorities; the means of execution; the mortality statis- 
tics; etc. etc. The first impersonal and more or less exhaustive treatment of the concentra- 
tions camps, this has a definite documentary value. Translated by Heinz Norden. 




































Cameron, Kenneth Neill QA 6 Macmillan : 
THE YOUNG SHELLEY ‘ies $6.00 


A sober and scholarly- if somewhat lengthy- study of Shelley's intellectual devel- 
opment, 4n his early period during the years from 1809 to 1813. It places Shelley in his 
background of a Whig family, in the intellectual company of the great libertarians from 
Jefferson to Cobbett, from Diderot to Godwin". This is no study of Shelley the poet, but of 
Shelley the thinker, and according to the author this latter role has generally been under- 
rated. A good piece of historical biographical research, with a certain timeliness in its 
estimate of the perennial role of radicals. But it will command only a thoughtful group of 
readers, chiefly intellectuals and scholars. 
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Hay, Clyde Lemont Macmillan 
& THE BLIND SPOT IN AMERICAN PUBLIC EDUCATION $2.25 


For the professional educator ani for the more serious parent (though this is a 
more wishful than likely public), this is a discussion of our "religious illiteracy” today, 
of the growing need for religious education in the face of Communism and an accelerated in- 
crease of divorce, delinquency and crime, and a plea to discard the fear of sectarianism 
which has kept religious education out of public schools. With both historical and sta- 
tistical substantiation, he gives the case for religion within the schools which need not 
be denominational, shows how the recent Supreme Court decision in the Champaign case (which 
ruled against religious education classes on released time) has brought the matter to a 
head, and argues for the cultural as well as moral values to be derived therefrom. Valid. 


Slaughter, Frank G. Henry Schuman 
IMMORTAL MAGYAR $3.50 


In the Life of Science Library this is a popular presentation (reasonably re- 
strained for this author) of the life of the 19th century, Hungarian born Ignaz Philipp 
Semmelweis whose fight against puerperal fever was part of the development of antiseptic 
science which Lister and Pasteur were to continue. His was a life of controversy, bitter- 
ness and rather disgruntled defeat to which his irritable eccentricity contributed. Study- 
ing at the University of Vienna, he later found in his clinic work there that the mortality 
from childbed fever had risen to 18%, and his own research led him to the conclusion that 
the spread of the disease lay within the clinic and to antiseptic precautions which met 
with violent resistance. In spite of the practical proof of his theory as the death rate 
declined, there was the demotion in a more limited appointment which caused him to leave 

ee: Vienna for Budapest. A marriage to a young girl brought greater personal happiness but he 
was still to face professional reaction, and with the publication of his conclusive evi- 
dence, continued protest and his last years of complete mental deterioration wrote a sad 
emiing to a lifework of humanitarian significance. There's not the quality here of Morton 
Thompson's fictional The Cry and The Covenant (1949) but this will do. 


Lan) 


oo 


September 20 


Mezerik, A. G. Harper 
; THE PURSUIT OF PLENTY $2.50 v 


An optimistic argument for the future of national- and universal - resources based 
on the success of TVA, this is also an argument for adjustment to, rather than conquest of - 
nature, when you take man as the most important natural resource. It grinds an axe against 
the “old fashioned men", the vested interests, monopolistic constriction which has limited 
needed production, socially important regional development and laid waiste to and damaged 
resources; it points with shame to the Corps of Engineers of the United States Army in its 
antiquated methods of dealing with the Missouri River Valley; it describes the contest over 
electricity, oil, steel - and water - when private profit takes precedence over public in- 
terests; it shows the dangers of expedient measures when an understanding of the importance 
of the overall and fundamental issues are involved; it follows the recent lines of scienti- 
fic discoveries, which, if taken in conjunction with vital statistics and man‘s ability to 
construct as well as destroy, will secure sufficient supplies for the future. Controver- 
Sial issues as well as opinions here. 


Bynum, Lindley & V Morrow 
Se Jones, Iawal BISCATIUZ V $3.00 
Sheriff of the New West 


Report repeated from page 231 of the April lst bulletin-e as follows: "Erle Stanley 
Gardner introduces this biography of Gene Biscailuz, Sheriff of Los Angeles County, whose 
name holds much honor in his territory- and beyond. It opens with his tracing down of Clara 
Phillips, an example of his tenacity, ability and capability, then returns to his early life, 
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when bookselling seemed to be his career, to the time he entered politics. It follows his 
record, as deputy, under-sheriff, his work on the Highway Patrol, and his years of keeping 
Dd law and order in his county. It covers the problems of law enforcement that he encountered, 
| his part in welfare works and juvenile delinquency, his work during the war, and his re- 
| spected status today. Worthwhile reading for the crime follower, in its real life presenta- 
| tion of actual cases, for the student of police procedure and of sociology, this has also 
a definite regional market.” 



















September 20 v 


Nutter, Medora Addison Morrow 
MOUNTAIN CREED vY $2.00 


A volume of sensitive and extremely feminine poems celebrating the joys of a moun- 
tain retreat. With a simplicity that disguises genuine talent and some cunning in fashion- 
| ing verses, this unpretentious little book has a real charm. It may pass unnoticed because 
| of its reticence and a certain lack of originality. But perceptive readers will find here 
real feeling and the sincere talent more imposing writers lack. For a small perspicacious 
audience. 


September 21 
Seaman, Julian-/d Rinehart 
GREAT ORCHESTRAL MUSIC $5.00 


A Treasury of Program Notes 


A guide to more enjoyable and better informed listening of the greatest and most 
| jg» enduringly popular works for the orchestra from Bach to the present day, this volume is for 
| the student or lover of fine music who seeks the history and background of a given piece of 
music, along with a glimpse or two of composers as human beings, and is good for radio, 
phonograph or television listeners as well as concert goers. The author and his assistants 
read as many program notes on each work as they could find--both in public libraries and in 
private collections and in each case selected the one they considered the best--whether it 
happened to be written by a famous critic or not. Not only symphonies and other major or- 
chestral works are covered, but also the truly popular and lesser works such as overtures, 
suites, etc. A light and readable style adds to the merits of this highly informative book. 
Introduction by Deems Taylor. Mr. Seaman is the author of several earlier books on music, 
was former music editor of Cue Magazine and has been associated at one time or another with 
the music departments of most of New York's dailies. Volume V of the series The Field of 
Music edited by Ernest Hutcheson, President Emeritus of Juilliard School of Music. 
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Marion, Frederick 
IN MY MIND'S EYE . $3.75 












The autobiography of a Czechoslovakian born with paranormal powers of extra-sen- 
sory perception, this has the rather cautious endorsement of two members of the Society for 
Psychical Research. Taking himself much less seriously than many of his kind, Marion is 
almost offhand in his acceptance and practice of a gift which was to confound his parents, 
annoy his teachers, and later earn him considerable celebrity. Performing in msic halls 

‘and night clubs, he later became a lecturer and confidential adviser, discusses here his 
abilities in the fields of telepathy, clairvoyance, prediction, and particularly crypt- 

‘aesthesia- the reconstruction of the identity of a person from a ring, a lock of hair, etc. 

™ He was to prewent the murder of an aerial artist; serve as a divining rod for a Roumanian 

oil man; predict the day of death of a Nazi official before the Party came to power; locate 
a missing girl from a voice on a record some twenty years later- these a few of his more 
amazing accomplishments. Whether you believe it or not (and there are many who do), there 
are many elements of fascination for a career which parallels that of Dunninger and which 
is never shrouded in the sham of the spiritist. 
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Eichelberger, Lt. Gen. Robert L. Viking 
Cg OUR JUNGLE ROAD TO TOKYO $4 .50 


* War history at its best- readable coverage, and the unusual combination of objec- 
tive reporting, enough personality to show one the man behind the words, and a sense of 
pace and drama. This is the story of the ground forces in the Pacific War, those forces 
too often bypassed in the more spectacular recording of the achievements of the Navy, the 
Marines, the Air Forces. The "hard way back" would have been longer and harder- had it not 
been for the Buna campaign and ultimate victory, the Sunananda campaign, the fight for Huon 
Peninsula, Hollandia, the bloody and bitter Battle of the Caves at Biak, the Leyte campaign 
and the 52 D-days between the taking of that island and the Japanese surrender. The islands 
involved the relatively new Eighth Army in a virtually new kind of warfare of which little 
has been told. Eichelberger's one specific criticism of General MacArthur is directed 
against his public relations policy in announcing victories when a first phase has been 
accomplished, and applying the phrase “mopping up" to the bitter struggle the troops are 
still engaged in. And much of the ground force story is the story of these “mopping up" 
operations. There are chapters not directly concerned with military operations; there are 
comments on Australian-American relations; on Mrs. Roosevelt's memorable and heartening 
trip. There are tributes to officers and fighting men throughout. There are bits about 
interim "rest" periods. But the whole is a panoramic view of the immense contribution of 
the ground forces to war, and island occupation, This is more than twice the length of the 
S.E£.P, serial and a vital (and at this moment an indispensable) record of an important phase 


of the Pacific story. 
September 25 


ee App, Austin J. Bruce 
MAKING GOOD TALK $2.75 


With the accent on Christian approach, this is a book of recommendations on How 
To Improve Your Conversation Which, after a general essay on talk and its place in all 
phases of life, goes on to sections of special application. There are the faults to avoid- 
narrowness of view, lack of special interests or new slants or definite data-; there is the 
bettering of grammar, diction, voice, graciousness and good taste; there are examples for 
every hint and guide indicated. A book for stimulating interest so that irritation of dull 
talk may be lessened, this however, with its Catholic background, will find an audience more 
particularly in this denomination. 


Hatch, Preble D.K. 11 
DON'T SHOOT THE BILL COLLECTOR v $3.00 


A popular ,first person account of an unpopular calling, this plays up the funny, 
sad, and just "plain cussed" circumstances which attend the peripatetic profession of bill 
collection. Operating out of Bangor, Maine, where these folks down east are close with 
their cash as well as their words, Hatch met up with a man who shot bill collectors on gen- 
eral principle, was chased by a bull and paid off with a cow, was bitten by a bull-dog and 
scratched by a cat, was locked up by a spinster and victimized by a practical joker. The 
orneriness of animal and human nature was matched by the old cars he drove and his changing 
media of transportation which add to these annals of adversity. Never downright funny, © 
this is still cheerful and carries- along with the eccentric, the erratic, a fair share of 


human interest. 
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Peters, Frazier Forman Little, Brown 
BUYING A HOUSE WORTH THE MONEY $2.75 


Based on some 25 years’ experience in building, buying, selling and designing 
houses, here are some of the cold-blooded congiderations you should face, as well as the 
financial calculations you should make before- rather than after. The information is con- 
cise, basic, and the costs are cut down to the moderate, middle class income. The coverage 
includes mortgages and home financing; the choice of a commnity (children first); the land; 
house plans; builders; cellars; termites; joists; side walls; roofs; insulation; heat; win- 
dows; floors; wall coverings; electricity; plumbing; water; paint; gadgets; garages; grad- 
ing. There is a judging chart which will enables you to figure out what you can afford for 
what, so that there need be no landings with Blandings. 
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Bender, James Coward-McCann 
& Graham, Lee YOUR WAY TO POPULARITY AND PERSONAL POWER _ $2.95 


A how-to self-development guidebook which is the result of the National Institute 
of Human Relations’ research in personal relationship problems, this displays a wide cover- 
age of information for self-analysis and understanding. The basic aim is to train one to 
like oneself in order to like others with the result that others may like you and the ex- 
amination takes in everything from evaluation of personal characteristics, to speech, health, | 
moods, marriage, appearance, nervous tension on to problems of old age, and faith. There 
are tests for measuring posts as well as the suggested techniques for improvement. A self- 
study book which is practical in its help. 


‘en : # P / O ~ lo 
Komroff, Mamel le Simon & Schuster 
HOW TO WRITE A NOVEL $3.50 


Dotting ali the i’s on inspiration, this is an exact examination of all the steps 
to be taken in the writing of f:ne literature, from the doublechecking on background data 
for an historical novel to the testing of the paper best suited to your handwriting. Kom- 
roff illustrates his points with some choice excerpts from the world's great fiction (which 
just might shatter the courage of any young author), but he does present some helpful sug- 
gestions for beginning and working writers who want to proceed systematically rather than 
impulsively. Possible also for college courses in novel writing. 


Anderson, Dwight & ee A. A. Wyn 
Cooper, Page ‘THE OTHER SIDE OF THE BOITIE { /2¢ - ,—~ $3.00 





















One of the most inclusive books on alcoholiam to date (it quite outclasses last 
year’s Drinking’s Not the Problem by Charles Clapp- Crowell), this deals with a problem 
which afflicts some 600,000 today- not to mention their families, and is authored by a 
former alcoholic who is now the director of the National Committee on Alcoholism. There 
is quite a bit from his own experience as well as that of others as the human side of the 
story is integrated with the medical. The two main types of drinkers, the chronic and 
the compulsive; and within this breakdown, thos6 with the least chance of recovery- the 
stupid drinker and the psychopath. Women as alcoholics (one to every six men); the physi- 
cal and mental damage; quack remedies; drug therapy, psychiatry, group therapy (A.Ae) P 
and finally the recognition of alcoholism as a public health problem and the various 
organizations and agencies which are now engaged in its treatment. A good job. 










A PAGE OF POETRY 


Kent, Louis Dutton 
| DECLENSIONS OF THE AIR $2.75 


A real but uneven talent appears in this little volume of the collected verse of 
Louis Kent. He has always been recognized by the publication of his poems in all the bet- 
ter literary magazines. Sensuousness and originality are his, and above all a capacity for 
music that in some of his verses resembles Temyson's. This is a new note in contemporary 
poetry, usually so astringent and cerebral, and it is a welcome one. But the work is un- 
even, and lacks a central core; there is the gift of expression without too much as yet to 
express. A talent that will bear watching. (10/6) 


Lape, Fred Harper 
BARNYARD YEAR $2.50 


The rural note is sounded here in a series of rather charmingly earthy poems about 
an upstate New York farm. A midsummer pasture, sheep shearing, a newborn pig, the veterin- 
ary, are just a few of the homely subjects treated with more enthusiasm than real poetic 
technique. For an audience of farm and country lovers, not a large one at that. (Publ. ) 


Stevens, Wallace Knopf 
THE AURORAS OF AUTUMN $3.00 


* Modern poems of the first rank by the winner of the 1950 Bollimgen Prize. Wallace 
Stevens, who for many young poets, has assumed the leadership once held by T. S. Eliot, here 
makes new turns on his basic theme of reality ani imagination and their interpenetration. 
These poems, most of them short lyrics, combine the most delicate precision of statement 
with misic, color, wit, and an unsurpassably new and beautiful imagery. A few of the more 
meaningful among them are /mago, A Primitive Like an Owl. The Woman is Sunshine, ete. This 
volume is not for those who run to read. Its meanings are embedded in its form, and its 
audience will be "fit though few". A previous collectione Harmonium will be re-issued on 


this date. (9/11) 


Coffin, Robert P. Tristram Macmillan 
APPLES BY OCEAN $2.75 


The current poet laureate of the State of Maine, Robert P. Tristram Coffin, here 
repeats his more than twice-told tales of the Pine Tree State. His eulogies of this way 
of life know no end and he never tires in his praise of its shipbuilders, fishermen and 
farmers, of its landscape and seascape, of its flora and fauna. The verses are fluent and 
facile, with a pleasant sense of intimacy but without any of the hard wrought quality of 
Robert Frost. And in spite of the sentimentality, these verses do convey the particular 
charm of this part of the country. No poet's book- but Coffin does have a following which 


is an established one. (9/19) 


Schwartz, Delmore New Directions 
VAUDEVILLE FOR A PRINCESS $2.75 


Witty and irreverent chatter is the only way to characterize this volume of alter- 
nate poems and prose paragraphs. Hamlet, Don Giovami, used cars, existentialism are some 
of the topics hs chooses to be flippant about; but his flippancy is always well turned, his 
phrases neat and occasionally wise. There is a sparkle in this took- the sparkle of an 
umusually gifted and gay and cynical sophomore. Definitely for a "literary" audience- not 
too wide a one at that. (9/7) | 
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